
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1226
 
Main Petitioner: Chris Morran 
  
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure 
that the Scottish Police Services Authority Board consultation process on the 
provision of forensic services is open, fair and transparent and that all relevant 
parties are fully engaged in the process.  
 
Background 
 
The current structure of forensic services in Scotland comprises crime scene 
examination units in each of the eight Scottish police forces, four fingerprint 
departments and four forensic science laboratories. The fingerprint 
departments and forensic laboratories are located in Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, although only in Dundee are the fingerprint 
department and forensic laboratory co-located at present. The laboratories 
and fingerprint departments currently service one or more of the eight Scottish 
police forces, with a number of specialist national services also based at these 
laboratories. The core forensic services – general chemistry, general biology, 
DNA casework, drugs analysis, case searching and recovery, and forensic 
case-liaison - are all provided within each of the four forensic laboratories 
operating as standalone enterprises.        
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
In May 2008, the Cabinet Secretary for Justice announced that he had 
approved a proposal from the Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA)1 for a 
new build forensic science laboratory in Dundee. SPSA hopes to have this 
facility up and running in 2010. As part of its original proposal, the SPSA had 
set out plans for merging the existing Aberdeen and Dundee forensic 
laboratory services. In granting approval for the new facility at Dundee, the 
Cabinet Secretary asked the SPSA to look again at issues raised around the 
organisation’s proposed closure of the Aberdeen forensic laboratory, and to 
engage in a fresh consultation process with all interested parties, including 
staff.  
 
In an article which was published in the Press and Journal on 2 April 2008, 
Lewis MacDonald MSP claimed that staff at the Aberdeen laboratory and 
senior police officers were “appalled and taken aback” as they had not been 
                                            
1 The SPSA was established by The Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 
2006 which was passed by the Scottish Parliament on 25 May 2006.  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1226.htm
http://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/Article.aspx/568155?UserKey=


 

consulted on the original plans which had been mooted by the SPSA. The 
article also stated that Grampian Police Unison branch secretary, Chris 
Morran and police force joint board convener Councillor Martin Greig, agreed 
that a broad range of views must be canvassed before a decision to close the 
forensic centre at Aberdeen was taken.   
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
On 8 May 2008, in response to oral question S3O-3214 from Brian Adam 
MSP on the future of forensic service, the Cabinet Secretary said: 
 

“I have asked the SPSA to look again at the proposed integration of the 
Aberdeen and Dundee laboratories; to look at the implications of that 
for the provision of forensic services to Grampian Police and Northern 
Constabulary; to engage in fresh consultation with interested parties; 
and to let me have further advice. I want there to be the fullest 
opportunity for everyone to contribute their views and to understand the 
arguments for and against. In the meantime, no decision will be taken 
to close the Aberdeen forensic laboratory”.        

 
The following PQ (9 May 2008) is also relevant: 

Forensic Science 

S3W-12818 - Lewis Macdonald (Aberdeen Central) (Lab) (Date Lodged 
Friday, May 09, 2008): To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to 
the second supplementary to question S3O-3214 by Kenny MacAskill on 8 
May 2008 (Official Report c. 8447), when the consultation document on the 
future of the forensic science laboratory in Aberdeen will be published. 

Answered by Kenny MacAskill (Friday, May 16, 2008): I made clear in my 
answer to question S3O-3214 on 8 May that I have asked the Scottish Police 
Services Authority (SPSA) to look again at its proposal to integrate the 
Aberdeen and Dundee laboratories. I am keen that all concerned should be 
assured that Grampian Police and Northern Constabulary will benefit from the 
improvement in forensic services which the new laboratory will facilitate and 
that the implications for Aberdeen-based staff have been properly thought 
through. This re-examination will involve SPSA engaging in further discussion 
and engagement with interested parties which I expect to be full, open, 
transparent and meaningful. The details of that process are a matter for 
SPSA. 

Scottish Police Services Authority 

In September 2008, the SPSA announced that, following agreement from the 
SPSA Board to progress the new facility at Dundee, SPSA Chief Executive 
David Mulhern and Director of Forensic Services, Tom Nelson would meet 
with staff, Chief Constables, Police Boards, Procurator Fiscals, and MSPs in 
the north and north east.   
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http://www.spsa.police.uk/news/fresh_consultation_begins_over_aberdeen_forensic_laboratory


 

On 20 November 2008, the SPSA issued a media release stating that it had 
been engaged in face to face meetings with all the key stakeholders in order 
to hear concerns at first hand. The SPSA also published a consultation 
document ‘Delivering Forensic Services to North and North East Scotland’. 
The document sets out ten key questions which were raised as a result of 
meetings and dialogue which SPSA had with stakeholders. The SPSA states 
that the answers given in the document set out publicly the business and 
scientific arguments that SPSA is making on the need for change. In its media 
release, the SPSA points out that it is seeking reaction and comment on both 
the range of questions covered and the responses given which will help to 
shape the actions needed to reassure stakeholders and also the content of 
further advice which has been requested by the Cabinet Secretary for Justice.  
 
The SPSA states that it plans to provide a report and action plan to the 
Cabinet Secretary later this year which will “address key concerns raised 
during the consultation and provide stakeholders and elected representatives 
with reassurance over long-term service levels police and fiscals in the north 
and north east can expect from Forensic Services.” 
 
 
 
Graham Ross 
Senior Research Specialist 
12 December 2008  
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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